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Challenge: Imagine you are on a space mission and something goes wrong. Write a short newspaper   account telling what happened .  
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Week  8   Reading comprehension  
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Evening News

Astronauts Return
to Earth After
Horrific Explosion

Apolio 13, the third moon mission, has
successfully returned its crew of three
astronauts to the earth after an
explosion wrecked their spacecraft
The command module splashed down
in the Pacific Ocean four miles from
the recovery ship, USS wo Jima, after
being lowered through the sky by
three enormous parachutes.
Considering what they had been
through, the crew retumed in excellent
condition.

Apollo 13 was the third Apollo mission
intended to land on the moon. On
April 11th 1970, at 13:13, the craft
was successfully launched towards
the moon. On the way, approximately
200,000 miles from the earth, mission
control asked the crew to turn on the
hydrogen and oxygen tank stirring
fans. Ninety three seconds later the
astronauts heard a loud ‘bang’ and all
the lights flickered. The astronauts

thought a meteorite had hit them
They radioed back to earth, “Houston,
we have a problem!” In fact, the
number two oxygen tank in the
Service Module had exploded. This
left the Command Module with limited
battery power. The crew had no
choice but to shut down the
Command Module and move into the
Lunar Module and use i as a ‘ife
boat. The damage made a safe retum
from a moon landing impossible, so
the flight director immediately aborted
the mission. The problem was, how to
get the men back alivel

It was thought that the main engine
had been damaged so the crew used
the smaller engine on the lunar
module to change direction to a fiight
path that would ‘swing them’ round
the moon and send them back in the
direction of earth.

(Aquarius)

Low power levels made radio contact
with mission command in Houston,
Texas, very difficult. Also, the Lunar
Module was only designed to keep
two people alive for two days, not
three people for four days. To keep
the radio and life support systems in
the Lunar Module working everything
was switched to the lowest levels.
This made the Lunar Module very cold
inside. For four days the astronauts
travelled through space in their
disabled spacecraft never sure that it
would function well enough to retum
them 10 the earth. On the fourth day
they crawled back into the now almost
frozen up Command Module and
began the unpractised operation of
restarting the systems in the capsule.
Once power was restored, they
released the damaged service module
into space. As it floated away they
saw for the first time that a large panel

Missing Panel

(Odyssey)

had blown off the side of the
spacecraft

Next the Lunar Module, their ‘life
boat', was released into space,
leaving the three men in the
Command Module to commence re-
entry through the earth’s atmosphere.
It was possble that the explosion had
damaged the heat shield on the
capsule. In addition, a normal lunar
re-entry was accompanied by four
minutes of communications blackout.

The suspense was terrible. After four
minutes and ten seconds, nothing was
heard. Another ten seconds, still
nothing. Finally, after 33 seconds
longer than normal, Odyssey regained
radio contact and splashed down
safely in the Pacific. The ordeal for the
three men was finally over!

Reported by: SPC Enthusiast
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Where was Apollo 13 heading for?

Name the three parts of the Apollo 13 spacecraft.

What exploded in the Service Module?

‘Why do you think that the Lunar Module was described as a ‘lifeboat’?

Which part of the spacecraft was the only part to return to the earth?

What does the phrase ‘aborted the mission’ mean?

How do you think the astronauts would have felt when they heard a large
bang?

What is meant by the sentence ‘Considering what they had been through,
the crew returned in excellent condition™?

‘Why do you think the astronauts had not seen that a panel was missing
until the Service Module was released into space?





