Half term
English comprehension – Year 3 & 4
L.O: To answer reading comprehension questions by deducing and inferring information. Read the extract, then read the questions and findevidence from the text to answer the questions. 
[image: ]

Questions- Year 3 can answer questions 1 to 7
Year 4 should attempt to answer all the questions.
1. Please answer in full sentences e.g. What is a day called on Mars and how long is it?
2. Answer- The day is called __________ on Mars because_________________
Mars: The Red Planet Questions
3. Tick the correct response.
We cannot breathe on Mars because the atmosphere does not have enough:
[image: ]     air
[image: ]     carbon dioxide 
[image: ]    atmosphere
[image: ]     oxygen
4. Find and copy the correct word to complete the sentence. Mars is named after the 	god of 	.
5. Which of these are reasons why Mars is a good place to explore? Tick two. [image: ]    Mars gets enough sunlight to use solar power.
[image: ]     A day on Mars is very short. [image: ]    There is no gravity on Mars.
[image: ]     There is a little water in the soil on Mars.
6. How many moons does Mars have and what are their names?




7. What is a day called on Mars and how long is it?



8. Find and copy one CAPTION from the text.



9. Why does it seem odd at first that NASA has chosen to explore Mars and not Venus?




10. 	Why do you think the author has put the facts about Mars’ size and atmosphere into a ‘quick facts’ box?
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it gets enough sunlight to use solar power;

gravity is 38% as strong as on Earth, which, it s believed, humans
could adapt to;

the atmosphere somewhat protects from the Sun's radiation;

Mars' day, called a ‘sol', is only a little longer than Earth's.

The Mars Rover
The Curiosity rover is a robotic car which is currently exploring the surface
of the planet. It is nuclear-powered and the fourth rover sent to Mars in 16
years. 1t was launched on 26* November 2011 and landed on 6 August 2012
Curiosity uses the most advanced scientific equipment ever used on Mars.
The main goals of the mission, which forms part of NASA's Mars Science
Laboratory, are to

+ study Martian climate and geology;

+ search for water;

+ find out whether Mars could have ever supported life.

Glossary

geology - The science which deals with
the physical structure and substance
of a planet

radiation - Energy emitted by the Sun,
some of which is dangerous to humans.
when not absorbed by the atmosphere

of a planet. A self-portrait taken by NASA's

Curiosity rover.

Read the KS2 Twinkl Originals story ‘Jazz
Harper: Space Explorer’ to learn all about
life on Mars!
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